Introduction
This chapter takes a journey around Madras and connected places, as the settlement rose to prominence in the late seventeenth and early eighteenth century. On the way, we will look into some of the public and private spaces in which medicine was prepared and practised and medicinal plants were grown, collected, labelled, and sold or presented as gifts to patrons, local, and international. These include the courts of the rulers of Golconda and the nawabs of Arcot; the army camps of the EIC and the Mughal and Maratha armies; the hospital; the bazaars and apothecaries' shops; the physic gardens that dotted the city; and the ships that carried drugs and ideas to and from the town. Based on this survey of the medical landscape and political geography, I will argue that the practice of medicine was crucial to diplomatic relations in the region. I will show how networks of doctors operated in the negotiation of the EIC's settlement in Madras with the new rulers of Arcot after the disastrous war of the 1680s launched by the EIC against the Mughal Empire. Several volumes of herbarium specimens, along with printed and manuscript descriptions relating to them, collected by two EIC surgeons, provide a glimpse into the range of materia medica that were known and deployed by the doctors and their Tamiland Telugu-speaking counterparts and collaborators.
The evidence for this reconstruction is drawn largely from the correspondence of the two EIC surgeons, Samuel Browne and Edward Bulkley, with the London apothecary and fellow of the Royal Society James Petiver 1 and the collections of dried plant materials they sent to London. Samuel Browne was appointed to the position of surgeon of Madras in 1688, after serving as a ship's surgeon. Their collections of plant and animal specimens remain in London's Natural History Museum (NHM) and their correspondence among the Sloane manuscripts in the British Library, after circulating through the repositories of both the EIC and the Royal Society.
5 However, it is clear that these existing materials represent a fraction of those that each surgeon originally sent to London, let alone of their total collections.
The choice of Madras as the node around which plants, medicines, and information circulated is in part to stress that many of the activities associated with the scientific revolution: the assiduous collection and detailed study of natural objects, the amassing of libraries and 'repositories' of curiosities and books of dried plants, the exchange of information through networks of scholarly correspondence, and the formulation of theories about the natural world were not confined to European capitals but also took place in colonial settlements and outposts, each embedded within a web of local and international connections.
6 Raj has stressed that the collectors relied on by metropolitan scientists were not 'space probes'; in other words, they each had their own priorities and agendas and should be regarded in the light of their immediate economic and social contexts. 7 While the process by which instructions for collecting and observing were composed and despatched by organisations like the Royal Society has attracted detailed attention in recent years, 8 the social situations and knowledge networks of those who responded to these inquiries have received less attention. A close focus on the everyday lives and interests of those in the colonial settlements can throw light on three related questions in the literature: the (im)balances of Asian and European agency in colonial collections, the interaction between agents of the rival European companies in Asia and the interplay between science and colonialism on the ground.
Richard Grove has argued that the study of the networks through which botanical knowledge was distributed demonstrates the shared roots of Indian, Middle Eastern and European medicine and how European science was 'transformed by indigenous technical knowledge' in this period. 9 Raj's reorientation of modern science also highlights the ongoing role of intercultural encounters in the making of modern science. Other authors have made important qualifications to these
